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A critical approach
Panther trio creates their own fi lm ratings system

By TIM GETTING
Sports Editor

 Ask most University of  
Northern Iowa men’s basket-
ball players or fans about the 
latest rankings, and they will 
most likely assume you are 
talking about the most current 
NCAA Division I national poll. 
If  you talk to Adam Koch, Jake 
Koch or Ali Farokhmanesh, 
however, you may get a differ-
ent answer.
 Besides taking on the 
responsibilities of  school and 
basketball, the three room-
mates make time to live out 
their third lives as film crit-
ics. Since they first discovered 
this new love in December, the 
teammates have picked apart 
approximately 30 films and 
have recorded their respec-
tive ratings on what has been 
deemed “the movie board.”
 “We knew we would be (in 
Cedar Falls) over Christmas 
break, so we would be kind of  
bored. So we made a list of  all 
of  the movies that we wanted 

to watch, and eventually we 
watched a couple, and we start 
talking about them and rat-
ing them. Then it kind of  

just kept snowballing, and we 
made a board and started writ-
ing them all down, putting up 
our scores and averaging them 

out. We make a pretty big 
deal of  it,” said senior forward 
Adam Koch.
 The critics’ established sys-
tem of  film evaluation usu-
ally begins at the movie rental 
store as each selects a work 
that he believes the others have 
not seen and will appreciate. 
The title of  that film is then 

not revealed until the time 
of  viewing. Once the movie 
has been watched, each will 
give it a rating, which is then 
averaged and recorded on the 
board. 
 “It’s pretty much a scale 
of  one to 10, but we add little 
.25s in there. We try to make 
it more serious in the ratings, 
like whether the movie was 
a good movie, not just if  you 
liked it,” said Farokhmanesh, a 
senior guard.
 Despite their similar inter-
est in film criticism, the team-
mates have differing opinions 
on what constitutes a good 
movie.  
 “If  I can believe the actors 
and believe they aren’t just 
playing a role, I think that’s 
one of  the biggest things. If  
there’s a solid plot or there’s 
a twist, I enjoy that too,” 
Farokhmanesh said.
 “Action and hot girls. If  it 
has a lot of  action, it’s prob-
ably going to get a good rat-
ing, and if  it has really hot 
girls it’s going to get a good 
rating,” said redshirt freshman 
Jake Koch.
 Sometimes arguments 
ensue as the subjective nature 
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Farokhmanesh and the Koch brothers took their love for fi lm a step further this December when they created the “movie board.”

what the critics say...

best fi lm:  Shawshank Redemption

favorite fi lm:  Avatar

most overrated fi lm:  Enemy at the 
    

best fi lm:  Shawshank Redemption

       favorite fi lm:  A Beautiful Mind      

            most overrated fi lm:  Four        

 

best fi lm:  Shawshank Redemption

favorite fi lm:  Inglorious Basterds

most overrated fi lm:  Domino

looking forward to seeing:  Edge of 

 
Devil Knows You’re Dead

Christmases

most underrated fi lm:  Before the 

guilty pleasure:  Four Christmases

Gates

See CRITICS, page 7



2002 College St     
319-277-5423 

Where the drinks are wet and 
the food is HOT!! 

Hours of operation 
Mon: 3pm-close 
Tues: 11am-close 
Wed-Fri: 11am-2am 
Sat: 3pm-2am   

Wednesdays 
9-cl Karaoke 

Progressive Tall boys 
9pm $1    10pm $2   11pm-cl $3 

Thursdays 
10-cl DJ/ request music 

YOU want to hear!! 
9-cl $2.50 Dirty Shirleys 

$2.50 Rum/cokes 
Fridays & Saturdays 

9-cl Karaoke 

Happy Hour 3-6pm 
Mon-Thurs: 1/2 price beer, 

liquor, and appetizers!! 
Fri: 1/2 price beer and liquor 

Mondays 
The best wings are only 50 cents 
Try Ranch, Chipotle Ranch, Franch, 
Firehouse Alarm, Jamaican Jerk,  

& Teriyaki glazed wings 

Tuesdays 
1/2 price kid’s meals 

Wednesdays 
All burgers are $1 off 

Thursdays 
2 soft shell tacos $2 
All specials are dine in only. Some restrictions  

 
Dry rubbed wings, hand pattied 

burgers, marinated chicken, 
hand breaded chicken strips      

                     and tenderloins!!!! 

FILM CRITICS
continued from page 2
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of  their criticisms clash.
 “Jake has different ideas. 
He likes robots and dinosaurs. 
I like more of  the realistic 
things,” said Farokhmanesh.
“I like Transformers, so sue 
me. You know, what’s wrong 
with that? I liked it a lot, so 
now they are giving me criti-
cism for liking robots,” Jake 
Koch said.
Although there can be wide-
ranging ratings for certain 
movies, the three often agree 
on the quality of  select films as 
well. Shawshank Redemption 
currently holds the No. 1 spot 
on the board with a rating of  
9.75. 
 A shared sentiment of  a 
film’s quality sometimes works 
in the opposite direction also. 
Domino consistently saw the 
worst reviews with a rating of  
5.08.
 “That’s actually one where 
we all fell asleep. It was ter-
rible,” said Jake Koch.
 When all three can find the 
time and can agree upon one 
film to see, they will take in a 
flick at a local movie theater. 
There, their individual prefer-
ences of  the viewing experi-
ence reach new heights.
 “I try and find a spot right 
behind the railing because I 
have long legs, and you can 
just spread out and not have to 
worry about anybody in front 
of  you,” said Adam Koch.
 “You have to get popcorn 

and tell them to layer the 
butter, (meaning) they pour 
some (popcorn) in, put but-
ter on, pour some more in 
and put more butter on. Then 
after they’re done, you go 
over to the butter machine 
and put some more butter on. 
So ours is drenched in but-
ter. Your hands get soaked,” 
said Farokhmanesh, who also 
stated that he was not past 
blaming butter-fingers for a 
poor shooting performance.
 When Farokhmanesh is 
shooting well, one could hear 
a line or two from his favorite 
film to quote: Gladiator. In 
non-game settings, Maximus’ 
memorable quote, “Are you 
not entertained?” is a pop-
ular phrase howled by vari-
ous members of  the Panther 
squad. Some deliver it better 
than others.
“Kwadzo will come back from 
lifting and take off  his shirt and 
say it, but he’ll mess it up... It’s 
just terrible,” Farokhmanesh 
said.
  As the 2009-2010 
Panther basketball season 
draws closer to an end, seniors 
Adam Koch and Farokhmanesh 
may begin pondering their 
future beyond college basket-
ball. A career as a few of  the 
world’s most athletic film crit-
ics is not being ruled out.
 “Maybe we’ll just keep the 
movie board going. Just let 
that keep snowballing. That 
would be sweet,” Adam Koch 
said.
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Adam Koch lives with his brother and Farokhmanesh where they frequently watch movies on their own big screen.


